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Yolfe Island, September r- 22, 1893. 

Thos. Keyets, formerly fisherman, nov keeps 

restaurant. 
L 

Alexander M)larren, hotel keeper, also fisher- 

man, and hanales ~sany ' f i sh .  

Thalsa, m n  were a l l  interested in proserr- 

ine: the fishe?-ies fur the sake of attractfng 

anglers. 

Rlaak bass i s  the  most valuable f i sh  taken 

about here by anglers. "hey are caught from 

the end of 3une to  the f i r s t  of September. 

Not many taken i n  June. They rrpawn the last 

of May and first part of June, 

Mr. Drrvis did not f i s h  h i s  hoop nets this 

year later than L;ay 24, and took no bas8 i n  

them. 

Yo bass are ever taken in hoop n e t s  until 

the l a s t  of' the sprfnr sealson, when the water 

becomes dirty,  and the fish cannot aee fhr. 
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Very few woald be taken in the hoop net8 anyway 

and last of May would be the only time t h e y  

would 80 take them, 

Begin tQ put down hoop nets to  some extent 

the middle of October, and they arrj generally 

taken up about b!ay 1. Some may bS l e f t  down 

tQ about Xay 24. 

In the hoop nets take mainly bullheads, e* 
&f wlth sunfish and perah. Sometimes a cusck and 
e ! '  
& Amfa; s few bass l a te  i n  %lay, and e e l s  in May. 
/%/ 

They are aet in G t o  10 feet water, muddy 

bottoms, i n  bays where there are sheltered, 

marshy places ,  at mouths of creeks, etc. 

The n i n p  of the hoop nets may be said to  

average about a pad long each. The mouth 

meamares 2 1/2 t o  4 feet  in  diameter, and the 

body of the net i s  from 8 to  10 fee t  long. 

This is a6 larcca as they make them i n  t h i s  

reFion. 

They think that one cau8e of' the increase P@ 4 of bass is tho aatehinl: fn the hoop nets of' w 
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many f i shes  whioh eat the epawn of the bass. 

The Amia are very bad In t h i s  particular and 

abundant. The bass may a l s o  move around and 

oocupy different places i n  ereater abundance 

i n  different years. 

('> 

The proper use of hoop net8 i n  th i s  d i s -  

t r io t  inatead of beinc nannful to t h e  bass, 

would be of benefit to  that 8peciea. The 

hoop net8 ahould not be left, down later than 

klsy 1 to 10, and might becin to use chem aclnin 

about October 1. no not think that 40 hoop 

nets set  in Rayf'isld Bay from this date on 

w q p l d  ttt i  8 m y  baas. They spawn in  tha t  place, 

but it S 8  not 8% eood ba88 pround at th is  beason 

The mesh of hoop nete m e 8 ~ u s  15/4 

inches to 2 1/2 inches 

manning down to  1 inch the rear end. 

the mouth, 

They Bo nat talks the young of Other f i s h e s  in  

the88 net8 to m y  meat extent. 

other epeeists do not ouuur i n  tlie rater8 where 

they &re set. The only valuable f i s h  t ha t  

The young of' 
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mifht eane near thlj hoop nets  would bo the &+ 
?'# baas. The btt8s, however, w e  very shy about 

6;..." hoop net0, and bullheads a r e  the only kind8 

rrhioh comnonly enter them. 

Gill nets are used in t3is clistrict. only 

durihg the m e r  and t o  a#prIirht extent. 

Eaah net meal~tzres 8 t o  10 rads i n  l sn f th ,  and 

58 about 4 feet deep. 1:f?8h measures 4 tO 

?i& ~ 4 1/2 inches stretched. T a k e  pike in then, 

7;k"" and sometir-,cs suckers, and piakerel fdore). 
5@@' 

The las t  m e  not  abundant. Do not t a k e  salmon 

troat -or nhitefish. 

f- 

/ 
&' 

€?ass, maskinon(re and Fike are counteQ 8s e 
tho syartinr f i s h  here. Pickerel m e  not PJv included in t h i s  cate,roX'y. 

- Bass spawn i n  shallow places,  6 t o  20 f e e t  
+5/ 

@+ wster, on p;ravslly bars, ettc. 
& 

The qanninf: 
- continues t o  middle of June. 

-?hbsaqutsntly they ..amain during the 81amer 

i n  grassy and rocky places, preferrinp; the 

ldtter when the water is warnrest. 
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From the middle to  the last of September 

80 off into deeper waters where t . .ey epend the 

winter 

Thoy retum some years by the first of 

May, to some extent, but it is more usually 

the r l a s ~  of  E:ay when they get back into  the 

shallow waters. 

Set night lines for 8turt;eon in t h i s  

d i s t r i o t  from f’irat of Jane to middle of C u l y ,  

but vary l i t t l e  of this f i s h i n e  i s  done here 

nor. Used to mt  a good marly here. Have 

seen 8turp;son eatine ialmon t rou t  spawn. 

They all believe that there ghould he a 

closo m(180n t o  protecrt the spawning f i s h ,  and 

that the regulations i n  this respect sho,ild be 

8trictly enforced. 

-Aka to bass, thfnk i t  would be safe enouch 

ta  61080 the claee sea8orl by June 15. 

The peaple of this district are not 

interested in tho whitefish and salmon t rou t  

fishery. 



k!any dead "shad" are Seen i n  fhis d i s t r i c t  

as elsewhere, generally about J u l y  1. Those 

that  die measure 6 to €3 inuhsa lonc. This 

same spec ies  a t t a ins  a neicht of' several 

pounds, but the  larger ones a r e  never seen 

dead. 

'!ever heard authoritatively of' sea salmon 

in th is  region. 5.w 

Not many cusk occur in this d i s t r i c t ,  

but t h e  speeiea is abundant o s t  in the lake. @' 

On Wolfe Is land there are about 20 men 
I b,4"""' 

dependent for il livinr upon n e t  fiahinr:. 



Has l i v e d  her*e n e a r l y  50 years. w 
F'erhaps 20 men on t h i s  island enpape 

entirely in fishin.. They use Eill nets and 

I hoop n e t s ,  an.& - 3 ~ c h  I-zinly bullheads tmd pike, 

with a few b a s s .  

Perch, sunfish and -ocRbass also occur 3' about here .  

P i c k e r e l  =re Bacominr* scarce. 

Some whii.eb'iskl cnci salmon trout are ob- 

/ 

/ P* . 

t a i n e d  of'f' i h e  hear: of tk5 island in the fa l l .  

They are  t a k e n  i n  g i l l  nets. There is a i ' i sh  

p# ery f o r  tkic stirne s p e c i e s  at Piceon ~sland, (3y 
about 8 miles from the head of Wolfe Island. 

77ic fishermen on 'FTolfe Island &re mafnly  
si 

f%mers,  vho g.lve a part oily of their tima to 

fishtnq. T3ey a r e  a l l  supposed to be provided 
@ 

with fa l iaenee ,  but Mr. Daftton, who is oppollrad 
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t o  the Government, asserts t ha t  they are not 

- a l l  80 supplied, and t h a t  the? obtain per- 

mission from the overseer LO some extent 

i l l 8 g a l l y ,  and that politics also help them 

m 

out.  1% seems LO be t: common practice,  he 

says, f o r  favoritism to oe shown to certain 

pereons, to the detriment of other and more 

needy persons,  who are kept  f r o m  f i sh ing ,  bF 

inab i l i ty  LO obtain l icense8,  

Peter K i e l  is the  ov3~8eer- of’ this 

d i s t r i c t .  
0l.u””cl 

F i s h  have been more abundant this year 

than for many years, There had previously 

been a steady decrease in their slhzlndance for 8 

munber of years. The past seauon has been a 

rainy ane,  and the water in the lake, etc . ,  

has been hieher, which m y  partly acmunt f‘or 

4 th is  present increase, 

The uatch has actually been hicher this 

/‘ year, especially Of‘ black bass by sport f i s h i n g  

Stvrroan arc not  refulsrly fished for 
sl;=;;u” 
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t h i s  island, but a f e w  are taken. Used t o  be 

much m w . e  abundartt and larrer when he -8 a 

The !same as L O  abundance is alao true of $# 

e/ P 
. / the whitefish and salmon trout. 

m i l e  the coarst?.r fish i n  this region, / 
includlnc bass, p i k e ,  etc. ,  have been more W'  p abundant this year- t han  for several previous 

* years, l.hcy have not  been so abundant a8 they 

were 30 and 40 years a p .  

Fishinc by sportsmen is becanin? very 

imt)o?%ant about here, md these men briny; in  

and spend a ;-reat deal of money, to  the benefit 

of' the nat ives ,  who derive a considerable 

revenue f r o m  i t .  Foardinf houaes, rentin? o f  

boats, fishinf: r-uides, e tc .  One American 

coming here will spend as much money 8s 10 

Cbnadiane, us he? is penerally much vicher rind 
e .  \ 

more l a v i s h .  Fish chiefly for bass and * 
I t  maskinonge, but also to some extent for stur- > 

~ e o n .  ft is ic!portant to protecrt the fisherias 
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irhieh a t t r a c t  such visitors. The m a r k e t  

/ fishermen generally are not of muah oredit t o  

7 7  the v i l l a y e .  

Sport fishin? bepan here about 10 year8 

ago, and has increased in amount every since. 

There is better s p d r t  f'i8hfng here than among 

the Thou8and Islands, being nearer the head of 

the l a k e ,  and many men c m e  down f r o m  those 

islands to e n j o y  the  sport here, 
* 

The  mrkot  fishermen, however, thinks t ha t  

&' the Government has rone too tar in rerrtricrtin~ 

&he net f'ishinf, which does not take the i'iah 

saucht by the anglers, nor interfore with them. 

Py increase ai' K i l l  nets more bass woula 

be secured by the ne t  fishermen, but they are 
M' - 

not taken in hoop nets .  

Pika are g e t t i n y :  scarae about here. ahen 
T A  
?& v' 

he was a boy, about 40 years are, p i k e  #nu 

pickerel  abounded, to 8 ereater ex tent  than 

baas. !low the latter 2s many times more 

comon. 



Aupust is t he  t e s t  month for sti l l  fishinc 

for bass sith Live b c i t ,  and f o r  trollina. m 
Eas:; have done spwninc  by June 15. 

Thers is a disposition on the part of some 

sportsmen to f-o to t h e  f’ishinc grounds very 

early,  even the f i r s t  past of’ June, hut f’ishinc 

general ly  does not berin t r q t i l  about J d l y  1. 

(Next year ti:e Canadian law w i l l  not per- 

m i t  baf3s i i s h i n c  before that time.) 

Spoke of the arrest of two American yacht 

-4 skippers who came over and l’fshed i n  Canadian 

waters last sprinc d’or bass  wftr,out first 

obtaininc j .emit .  The overseer, however, 

s e t t l e d  w i t h  them on the payment of’ a certain 

amolint which he pocketed. Spoke of th i s  as a 

cuse of blacirnrail, xhich should not, be tolerated 

Complaints have been mada t o  che Govern- 

ment that Eore hoop n s t s  are set fn  t h i s  d i s -  

t r i c t  t han  are accounted for by t h e  overseer. 

’ .They haon obtained no satfsfaetion thereby, and 

it i a  undsi-stood tha t  this over allowanco has 
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Ahnut 20 hoop n e t s  are sut &bast W Q f f e  crl, 

f t ~ l a ! i d ,  p n e r a l l j .  nt the outlets of estrea-t 

runninr clown into o r  :'h*wt-h marshes, e t c .  

The season is Elarch, A p r i l  and t o  some 

e x t e n t  Xsy,  in t h e  s y - i n r f ,  and *Tovernber, and 

December, belnt- f'; ~ 1 3  y f i s h e d  rtnder t h e  ice. 

Tli2y ere s e t  in 4 t o  9 f e s t  water. 



John Olsen, Flfncston, Ontario. 

Fish dealer. Ha8 been here 13 yeara. 4 
Came over from 1Soraay. 

Ruys whitefish eaught around Killhaven and 

Rath, Ontario. 
4' 

Buys pike caucht i n  t h e  Rideau, and aleo 

along the lake f r o n t .  

Buys pereh, b a s s ,  p i ckere l ;  eaucht a l l  (3h 
alone the lake front .  

Pr Ruya some eel8 i n  apriny: and f 'a l l .  

PUy8 bullheads, caueht m o s t l y  i n  hoop ne t s  
W' . 

8ame i n  till net s ,  i n  the streams, and LO some 

extent alony: the lake front .  

The pike  and pic..erel are mostly taken i n  
Tkb 

P&' 

p i l l  nets.  

Bass taken mostly by hook and line and by 

t r o l l  in?. 

Rhitefiah are t aken  altorethar in F i l l  4' 
neta,  they rill not take the hook. Bass %re 

f ipni"' 
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o f t e n  taker. i n c i d e n t a l l y  in. t h e  same fi3.1 n e t s .  

Take w l y  bo l lheads  i n  the hoor nets. 

Rever heard of' bass or any other  spec les  being 

taken In this manner. 
W '  

I4or*e p i k s  m e  t,sken In p i l l  nets i n  !.he 

neiEhborhood of' Gananoque ~ h a n  about here. 

This year it has Seen h i s  experience that 

a l l  f i s h  have benn p r e t t y  scarce  in Take 

b?it a r 3.0 

Very seldom are salmon treat, t a k e n  i n  Lake 

Ontario at thfs end. Sone fe:? :ire ohtaiqecl. irr .  

Fay of Ouint8. T h s y  used io !-!e ahandant in 

the l a k e ,  and he  f'o-r?erl*y c o t  many from t h i s  

from them, bat he believes they do not zake 

many there now. They also used to be token 

Q incidentally with r h i t e f i s h  i n  R i l l  ne te .  The 

mesh was too  w a l l ,  but  they would become 

tanF-.led 'up in the n e t .  Salmon laland was 

formerly She beat place  for cacehinp them. 
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. He sti l l  r e t s  some very rood &itefisli @rml 

salmort trout. from Lake ORtario, but t h Y  most. 

of' these species ~ h i c h  he sells are  obtained 

from m o m  western lakes. 

Thinks that  whitefish have decreased In 

abunsance i n  Lake Ontar.io, hut cannot see but 

t h a t  they N'S as  l a r y e  t10-t~ as ever. 

Ciacoo h e r r i n e  used to be cauqht i n  vines- 

t on  Ray a n d  at Path,  In rill nets ,  throuch the &- 
fee ir: sinter. h r i w  t.%o past year o r  two 

they have secured very few in t 3ose  places ,  but 

they ;:we sti.11 beinF t p k e n  around F e l l o v i l l e .  

TTe obtains very few maskulonpc? caurht 

about Yinr- -st on. 

Stuspson afrc cauyht about  here  m o s t l y  i n  

sw the winter. Caraphz only occasionally i n  the 

summer. They P a n p  no-8 i n  size from 15 t o  35 

pounds, Hear3 of one for-;erly #hi& wreiphod 
d 

'about 75 pounds, The c a t c h  is cowriderable. 

He eell8.aome here, but t h e  moat a r e  shipped ta 

the Euffala Fish Co. , and to ??ew York. He 
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d 
aetn a s  an ueent f’or t h e  former. Cannot say 

whether t hey  hare decreased in abilndance. 

?Jevc?r reerefves cusk fo r  sale. 

Never heard of at38 salmon up here. b C&i”n.-C.r/I 



Kingrton, Ontario, September 22, 1893, 

'phomaa Xarritt, Fiahery Overseer for Kin80 
e 

8 t O n ,  Storrington ana Pfttsburp.  

His tarritory uov6r8 a l ength  of' about 25 V' 
, miles, down f r o m  tbe foot of nilerst I d a n d .  

H a s  l ived in Kingston 33 years. There was 

very l i t t l e  net fishing i n  the days when he 

first earn here, 

PI?. yrr" There are 2 men in 33arryfielt3 who use hoop 

J#' nets i n  the ?idem River and lak'e8. The ueason 

is October 1 t o  April  1,  but they do not 

neee8cwrrflg fish all of th fa  time. There are 

2 other men, 1 mile up the  Rideau from the 

abave place, who fish i n  that River below 

Kiwston M i l l s .  These 4 men have l i censes  for 

16 hoop nets altogether. They aatuh i n  them 

'4% bullhea&s, pfke,  suckers and eel8. They also 
w 
55% 

u8e 200 rads of g i l l  nets  between them. 

s e l l  their  8atoh to the Lake Ontario 

They 

Ff8h Co,, # 



2 

whiah ha8 an off ice  i n  Kingston. 
I 

The remainder of the net fi8hermen worked 

on the inland lakes. There were no net 

fishermen on the I&e Ontario f r o n t  of' t h i a  

Uiatriot in 1892, and only one in 1893. See 

2nd pace beyond 

Ra8s 6811 eo up the Rideau from Lake 8, &I 

&vp. Ontario, 4 m i l e a ,  where the f i r s t  locks oacur. 

They &re knonn.to spawn in these 4 miles. 

They begin to spawn a b w t  Apri l  10 to 15, and 

the season closes by the end of May. It is 

over lone before June  15. when t h e  Canada Cl088 

8ba8on ha8 terminstact t h g  far. 

There is much sewae;e in the Rideau derived 

front Kincaton, and bass do not resort to it now 

a6 mueh as formerly. 

Rullheads devour bass apawn in larce 

quantities. 'Ne ha6 seen them eat in^: it. 

They rill take all the eg;pa out of' a neet at a 

sfnele gulp. The bullhead8 rill drive the 

parent bass away, and the l a t t e r  appear to le 
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afraid of them, althouch darinc and ever marly 

t o  defend their ecps.  Bullheads are  on the 

increaue . 
Eass a l s o  spawn along the Lake Ontario 

front of the d i s t r i c t ,  on muddy 8nd frave l ly  

ahoala. Lareer bass resort. to these places 

than t o  the creeks. Thsre i s  one important 

spawninf: cround wititin a s tone's  throw of the 

M!ilitary ColleEe, located j u s t  below Fjnpston, 

As soon as the water gets cold i n  this 

repion, about the middle of September, the 

baes retire in to  deeper water and rem=zin there 

until sprine;. There are no bass  i n  the Rideau 

during rdnter. Can catch bass at t h i s  season 

i n  deep rater w i t h  bait .  This  f i s h i n c  is 

Food, and i t  nary continue so from now until the 

ice farms. 

Thinks that the presence and abundance of 

bullheads are partly respohsible for the 

decrease of bass. 

In 1893, there was one man usinp 3 hoop 
0 P&I 
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n e t s  about 9 miles up tho lake f ront ,  i n  

'6 Collins Eay. He it3 also allowed t o  use them 

in a l i t t l e  creek between Yingston and that 

place,  H e  i s  the only market fisherman on the 

19ke front i n  th is  district. Catches c h i e f l y  

bullheads and eels. The nets are set i n  2 t o  
$9' 

8 or 10 feet  water. The leaders t o  these 

nets  averaEe about 50 feet low on each side. 

The opening i s  about 3 1/2 t o  4 f e e t  in 

diameter. The l encth  of the net 20 t o  25 

f z e t ,  This applids t o  a l l  the nets i n  i h i s  

d i s t r i c t  . 
Two farmers have becn l i c a n s e d t o  employ 

short g i l l  net8 t o  obtain fish for their  own 

use,  but the amount of fish taken by them 

would aFlount to nothing. Ire knows t3at one of 

these men has not used h i s  net8 t h i s  season, 

beinp: able .to secure all the fish he needs by 

hook and l i n e .  

(e4i 

Has never heard ol' the eapture of haw, 

r h i t e f i e h ,  or 8hlmOn trout in hoop nets  along 
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the lake front .  Bas8 w e  cautious and turn 

fw' away from a leader ahen they  m e t  it. They 

w i l l  not pass a o n p  t he  leader into the net. 

Gives the general habits  of ha88 i n  t h i s  

reeion a8 follows: 

After spawninq they p;o to m c k y  bottoms in 

shoal water where they remain about 6 weeks; 

that i s  to  about J u l y  15. They theRresort to  

weedy bottoms, where they remain about 6 weeks 

lancer, subsequently returnim t o  the  rocky 

place8, where they remain until about the 

middle of September, when the water cools  up, 

and they t a k e  io deeper l o c a l i t i e s ,  The rocky 

plaues are very much apote, with many large 

boulders, e t c .  

Bxaspt for the waters i n  the imediate 

v ia in i ty  of Yinyston, which are F e a t l y  pol lut -  

a ed by c i t y  sewap,  he i s  cont'ident that  haas 

are as abundant now a8 they have been at any 

t i m e  durinc the past 25 ysara. 

Salmon trout and whitefish do not properly 3 4  
b$-" bslone to thf8 d iatr iut .  
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This is also not much of a ground for 

maskalonp,  but  he aoes not  know that they a - e  

any less abundant no*! than t h e y  used t o  be. 

P j k e  are very much on the increase, which 

he thinks is very nnfortunzte. 

F'ickerel are about as common as t h e y  usec! 

to be. 

There is no fishery for s t u r f e o n  in this 

district, and never  has been. Hs has, 

however, seen them J u q i n g  when OUL on the 

water. Some f'iskrinr for t h e m  is carried on in 

tkia Volfe Island. ?%strict. 

15 to 18 years  &PO# ha remembers catching 

30 herrinl: o f l '  a wharf in ths c i t y .  :Tow on 

8 C C O u n t  of tho pbllution they ?mnt approach the 

c i t y .  

.Shadw or *menhaden* grow to be about G 

inches long, when thljy die.  They occur and 

die in immense numbers in th is  d i s t r i c t .  They 

come in dense sahaol8. Do not fish for t h e m .  

They are someti~ee seen in the winter under 
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the I c e ,  when they a l s o  d i e ,  but t h e i ~ .  chief 

season is the spring and summer. Eas seen 

then: as  early as Kay, when they have at time8 

been so thick that he could scarce ly  put an 

oar down tbrourh them. Thsy continue t o  ocour 

so a t - m d a n t l y  up t o  ths 2nd 01' J u l y .  The3 

have not benn S G  cornion t,)iis y e a r ,  arid not many 

dead ones were observed.  He has noticed t!-&en 

durinr o n l y  about  t f ? 5  last 10 years. The 

create? numbel* 01' deaLhs [heiyht oi' r : l o r t a 2 i t y )  

i s  in .Tuly. Has tul1ct.d w i L h  S3th C r c e n  tibout 

them. "he latter thonfht  they resu l ted  f i o m  

p1antinR.a made by himself. Thcucht they w e r e  

menhaden, the  sFawri havinr been sent  LO h i m  

mixed with shad spawn. H i s  p l a n t i n e s  were 

made in the  Osweco River. The l a s t  one about 

2 years before he died. TIr. E e r r i t t  s a i d  that 

t h e s e  I'ish invariably had a red spot appeal- on 

their a i d e 8  J u s t  before dying. This l'i8h is 

not recarded as rood eatinp here. 

cF 

June and A u ~ s t  are the  best  rnoqths ibr 
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fishiw fov-. bass x i t h  f l y  i n  t h i s  region. 

They occur on t!?e rocky b o t t m s  at t h i s  time, 

and feed then on crayl’ishes and on t he  rrub af 

Io 
I lY*’ 

the d r a k e f l y  (!k’t%y f l y ? ) .  

~ There is no nswd of en2tendinp the  close 

W/season for  bass t o  Jtine 30. 

rratect them miply. 

June 1 5  w i l l  

m e n  on the reedy bottoms, J u l y  mainly, 

t h e y  w i l l  nut take  the fly. Does not krtow 

akat t h e y  feed on &hen. 

Per*sh are  c:rov!inrl: mor;? plentiful every 

year-, ana are very destructive to fish f r y  of 

all k i n d s .  T h i s  is t h e  yellow porch. It 18 

a s - p e e d y  as the p i k e ,  but  t h e  l a t t e r  con8umes 

l a r ~ e r  f’fsh. 

. ~n the early sprinc, or as soon as tho ice e;.”-”- 
is out, tho p ike  rcrsort to the rnas-shes in thia 

district, and often so abundant.iy i n t o  water 80 
(h 

sharlluw that the tops of their bnaks stick out. 

A t  th i s  season %hey are shot and speared. 



9 

Several are aot?etimes k f l l e 8 -  at E single shot, 

K’ever heard of’ sea salrrmn up here in .@.,t;M”ry 

River. 


